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It's tempting to assume this comes down to luck, 
or being born into money. Sometimes it does. But 
most of the time, the difference is far less 
dramatic than that, and far more within reach. 

It comes down to whether money was ever given 
somewhere to grow, instead of somewhere to sit 
or somewhere to disappear. A family that 
consistently spends everything it earns, no 
matter how much that is, ends every generation 
back at zero. A family that protects even a small 
portion, and lets that portion compound over 
years, ends up somewhere entirely different, 
regardless of how modest the starting income 
was. 

It also comes down to whether anyone ever had a 
plan for what happens next. Wealth without a 
plan tends to get consumed by the first big life 
event that shows up unannounced, a funeral, a 
medical emergency, a dispute over who gets 
what. Families that build something lasting are 
usually the ones who treated wealth as a system 
with rules, not a pile of money waiting to be 
claimed. 

The first misconception is that you need to 
already be wealthy to start. You don't. 
Generational wealth is built in GHS 100 
increments as often as it is built in large sums. 
The habit matters more than the amount, 
especially early on. 

The second is that it's purely about inheritance, 
something that either happens to you or doesn't. 
In reality, most generational wealth is built by 
someone, in one generation, who decided the 
pattern stopped with them. Someone always has 
to be first. 

The third is that once the money exists, the job is 
done. It isn't. Money that isn't structured, 
protected, or understood by the people inheriting 
it rarely survives contact with the next crisis, or 
the next generation's spending habits. Building it 
and maintaining it are two different jobs, and 
most families only ever plan for the first one. 

Start by protecting a portion of what comes in, 
before anything else gets a vote. Rent gets paid 
first. Fees get paid first. Your future should get 
the same priority, not whatever happens to be 
left over at the end of the month. 

Then put that portion somewhere it can actually 
grow. This is where the IC Liquidity Fund becomes 
genuinely useful, not as a luxury product, but as 
the practical difference between money that 
compounds and money that quietly loses value 
sitting in a normal savings account. Your 
contribution starts earning from the day it lands, 
and it stays accessible if you ever need it, which 
matters, because a fund nobody can touch in an 
emergency usually gets abandoned the first time 
life gets difficult. 

Give what you're building an actual name. Inside 
the IC Wealth App, you can create a goal and call it 
something specific: "My Child's University Fund," 
"House Deposit," "The Next Generation." A named 
goal with a number attached gets funded 
consistently. A vague intention to save more 
eventually almost never does. 

Emergency Fund

Money Should
Never Sleep
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Download the app

Create a goal

Enter an amount

Start earning returns

Build. 

Build. 

Build for the future. 

But what does that even mean? What does it 
mean to build generational wealth? 

The word "build" gets thrown around a lot these 
days, usually next to a photo of a big house or a 
private jet, as if it's a finish line reserved for 
people who were already ahead. Strip away the 
aesthetic and the actual definition is much 
simpler. Generational wealth is money, assets, or 
systems that survive the handoff from one 
generation to the next, in a way that leaves the 
next generation better positioned than the one 
before it started. 

That's it. It doesn't require a fortune. It requires a 
transfer that actually holds. 

Picture two families. In the first, a father worked 
for thirty years, raised his children well, and 
retired with a pension and a plaque. Respectable. 
Hard-earned. But when he died, there was 
nothing left behind, no property, no fund, just 
memories and a funeral cost the family had to 
pool together. 

In the second, a mother ran a small shop for 
twenty years and quietly invested a portion every 
month. By the time her daughter finished school, 
there was already a fund waiting to become the 
deposit on a plot of land in Kasoa she could build 
on later. 

Not because the mother was rich. Because what 
she built didn't stop when she did. 

Same effort. Different outcome. Not the size of 
the income. Whether anything was built to 
outlast the person earning it. 
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Building it is only half the job. The families who 
actually pass something forward are the ones 
who also plan for what happens to it. 

Talk about money with the people who will 
eventually inherit whatever you build. Silence 
around finances is how funds get mismanaged 
the moment they change hands, and how 
disputes start over property or land nobody 
documented properly while everyone was still 
alive to settle it. A conversation now costs 
nothing. A dispute later costs everything. 

Teach the habit, not just the money. A lump sum 
handed to someone who was never taught to 
protect or grow it tends to disappear within a few 
years, no matter how large it was. A habit passed 
down, contribute consistently, let it compound, 
name your goals, tends to survive and multiply 
across generations, even when the amounts 
involved are modest. 

And keep the unplanned expenses from quietly 
cancelling out the plan. Funerals, family tax, 
medical emergencies, these are real and they are 
not going away. But when they have their own 
fund waiting for them, they stop eating into the 
fund that was meant to outlast you. 

Ordinary Ghanaians can build generational 
wealth. Not the ones who were handed a head 
start, the ones who decided to become one. It 
starts small, GHS 100 on an ordinary Tuesday, 
easy to dismiss as too little to matter. It rarely 
feels significant in the moment. It only looks like 
generational wealth twenty years later, when 
someone in your family gets to start a few steps 
ahead of where you did. 

Open the IC Wealth App this week. Create a goal, 
give it a name that means something to you, and 
put something into it. Let it grow quietly. 
Someone in your family has to be first. It might as 
well be you. 

How to Maintain It 

Someone Has to Be First 


